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Measures to strengthen the protection of persons who report corruption
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ABSTRACT

Despite efforts to introduce and improve various anti-corruption policies in Korea, the degree of
corruption is still not significantly improved. While the effectiveness and deficiencies of
anti-corruption policies have been comprehensively reviewed and improved to address accumulated
corruption practices, the top priority for anti-corruption practices will also be protection of
whistleblowers. This is because public interest reporting can play a key role in preventing and
preventing various forms of corruption across various areas of society. The fact that whenever large
and small corruption acts emerged as a social issue, the problem of protecting whistleblowers has
room for continuous improvement in the level of anti-corruption in Korea as a way to protect
whistleblowers. For example, despite efforts to strengthen the protection of corruption reporters, the
head of a public institution still makes administrative disposition unfavorable to the reporter in
accordance with relevant laws, etc. for illegal activities found in connection with corruption reports.
In addition, due to the lack of confidentiality of the reporter, confidentiality related to the reporter's
personal information is a key point in protecting the reporter, but there are still insufficient measures
to prevent the reporter's personal information from being leaked. As such, measures shall be
considered to strengthen the protection of reporters in order to recognize the problems shown in the
Act on Actual Affairs and prevent corrupt acts.

Laws representatively designed to improve social irregularities and realize a public interest society
are the Anti-Corruption Act and the Protection of Public Interest Reporters Act. It developed the
psychological status of the corruption reporter and the protection normative content to be improved. It
is undeniable that protecting corruption reporters is a top priority, and practical issues and
improvements were presented in the discussion. In other words, the government proposed measures to
ensure the protection of those who report corruption and to strengthen them. It was divided into
realistic and methodological strengthening and later legal measures. It first mentioned the
establishment of a new regulation on punishment for identity-seeking activities, such as negligence or
attempts to identify whistleblowers. Through this, it will be more important than anything else to
revitalize the system to reduce concerns about exposure to status and create a legal device and
environment that can freely report corruption or report public interest. It also needs legal support for
reporting corruption and strengthening legal support for subsequent civil and criminal procedures. In

« ARTSL W) 5

£

aba




6 SHEHINSH|E 26 23

order to activate the reporting of corruption activities, it is very important to ensure that the
institution that follows the reporting prevents disadvantages and removes the psychological or
economic burden related to legal lawsuits such as various complaints. The core of the protection
system for corruption reporters is to report corruption to the public interest and to protect corruption
reporters. If a corruption reporter does not receive clear protection for the public interest, intangible
personnel management, financial disadvantages, etc., it is difficult to expect public interest reports to
be activated.

Key words: Corruption acts, reporters, strengthening protection, reporting corruption, Anti-Corruption
and Civil Rights Commission
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