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| . INTRODUCTION

Until the late Joseon drnasty, the last dvrnasty of Hores, women' s status was
entirely subordinate to men Mot orly were the basic huwman rigshts of women
itcomparably infericr to men, their social status and financial stakility were also
considered poor,

However, when the nation gained independence from the Japanese colonial rule in
1945, the passive and inferior character were replaced with socially active character
with akility, in particular, the Horean war that took place in 1950 left many wornen
with no other alternatives but to tale the responsikility as a breadwinner, since
their huskbands or grown—up sons were sent to the battlefield As EKorea entered the
197, the nation' s consurnption has expanded due to the population koo in large
cities: the walue changed and improved education, The sudden widespread of
arnusemnent business affecting public morals and the economic development had
precipitated seistnic changes of social structure and had produced more opportunities
for wamen to participate in social and econormic activities, In other words, more
wornen carne to worlkh in diverse social standings that had been considered for men
only in the past

Therefor, as tmore and more women started to tale part in social activities in
expanded areas, the femnale critne became frequent and the list of motives, causes
and patterns grew longer, reflecting the increasingly cormplicated reality,

The formerly conservative and conventional society of Horea had transformed
into an open and likeral society like the world s advanced nations, which brought in
more chances to be involved in crirninal activities, Nt only that, but more wornen
cornnitted critnes affecting sesmual ethics and their extravagance becarme stronger,
The chastity walued highly in the traditional society lost itz position to newly
introcuced  sexual culture, All these have posed a serious threat to the Horean
society, 1

In this regard, [ kelieve that renewing the understanding of the trend and
significarce of fernale critme in the Horean society and therefore to analyvze the
reason of its increase are highly essential to come wup with fernale crime preventive

Measures,

1) Supreme Public Prosecutors’ Office, TCrime Analysis ), Volume 1, 1999 ~2003,
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Il. The theory behind this woman for the crime
1. the significance of female crime

Women' s some hkind of criminal lawe, the country is oot even gender—insensitive,
so the concept is not legal So wornen the target of a critme that wommen are the
type of crime and women to be the subiect of a criminal committing a crime can
e divided into individual university entrance exsms say the wormen in the latter
CASE,

the critne was a critne to distinguish between male and fernale crimme because
The physical structure of men and wormen are different, two different aspects of
mental, social and domestic locations are different, so guantitative and gualitative
differences, because to have.

2. the characteristics of female crime

Male to fernale critne gualitative and quantitative features are noticeable cornpared
to the critme, The majcrity of female crime, fraud and  theft, stolen  properts,
offender, and infanticide abortion, organic (organic, especially infants), sin has the
highest crimme rates,

Male wiclence is a critne that compared the characteristics of the fernale
characteristics of the crime iz often insincere, dishonest sex, murder, polsoning
methods a lot, Physiological characteristics of wamen with menstruation, pregnancy,
menopause and severe emmotionsl fluctuations increasing crime, especially theft, was
cormrnitted to a lot of fire—raising, etc, at the time of menstruation,

In gereral, men and women of the world population is roughly similar, but the
metl s fernale critne Jaruary 5 to Januarey 10 appears enough,

In general, wornen's rising social and econornic status, the mere civilized the
mere socially advanced fernale critme rate is hish Howewer, the United States and
Finland, with a high social status of women to advance women in many civilized
countries, so a relatively low critne rate, critne, culture, and wormen are from the
oljection does not necessarily proportional,

Wornen' s high critne rate the country of Hungary (226880 and Belgiun (25 540,
Portugal (225200 and Italy (174%%)  countries with lower orime rates in Finland
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(A6 and Greece (59%0) and Sweden ( 63%0) and Japan (6324, United States
(82320 and Neorway (8324, said South Horea and a fernale critne is significantls
lowver, wormen are protected fromn competition for swvival are believed to e a

sinner in social matters,

3. Female Crime Trends

Wed steadily rising tide of fermnale offernders, and nesrly doubled in the last 10
vears has increased, Has excesded the srowth rate to continue, Howrever, the ratio
of male critninal offenders compared to the percentage of waomen that tall wormen
are relatively less wiclent tvpes of crime Being can rnot feel a threat to society,
However, the smallest percentage of crime and social pathologies that can be said
that the increase in critne should not ke overleoked In addition, the country' s crime
policies focus only on critmes that men are interested in women for the critme due
to the lack of fernale critme Examine trends is necessary to predict the future
direction

Ill. Analysis on the Trend of Female Crime in Korea

1. Cumrent Situation of Female Crime

Horea' s fernale crime rate has been on the steady rise for the past eight srears,
In 2000, the female crime recorded 230531 (or 1515 percent of 1918952 in total),
The figure rose to 342431 (or 16 percent of 2145465, 09 percent wp from sight
YEArS Ag0

<Table 1> Ratio of Wormen of Criminals in Korea

(parson)
vear || 00 || or | o2 | o3 || o4 | 05 || 06 || 07
Total
Mumber of |[1,918,952|[2,005,476(/1,975,930|(1 ,953,1 19|=,302, 81 F|2,003,351||2,028,206(|2, 1 45,465
Ferpetrators
Mumber of
Femals 290,937 (1311, 71831 1,184 (| 320,859 400,714 || 328,845 || 328,842 (| 342,431

+ Source © MNational Folice Agency of Korea, Folice Agency White Faper (2008
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Thiz means that of 100 convicted perpetrators, 16 are fernale, The main cause of
the gradusl rise is wormen = expanded social activities which then in twn are
caused kv the increase in the nmunber of single wormnan and divorce rate, It is also
found that =since 2003 an incressing ramber of people has twned to crime for
survival due to econommic stagnation worse than the previous wvear, which also
contributed to the increase of female crime.

However, the rate of femnale crime is still on the rize, but its proportion can be
said very low, commpared to that of male crimme, which is at least not a bad news

Thiz iz kecause that femasle critne has a relatively low possibility of getting
caught and wormnen's phersical weakiness and small chances to participate in social
activities have limited opportunities to be involved in crime, &

Therefore, if the statistic comes to include critnes which investigators failed to
ackhnowrledge or failed to catch its perpetrators, the actusl statistics of fernale crimne
in Horea might be much higher than the analvezed figures,

2. Statistics by Female Offenders of Major Crimes

Az shown in the Tabkle Z the number of fernsle perpetratcrs caught for theft
rose from 705 in 200to 115967 in 2007 Both the nummber and its ratio are on the
rise,

In the case of female fraud offenders, the number recorded 64353 in 2000 but it
has decreased to as low as BL0VE Since 2003, the rnumbers have started to slightly

Sy again,

21 Research Institute of Asian Women, TWaomen Studies) . Soclimyung University Press,
1991
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<Table 2> Statistics by Female Offenders of Major Crimes
unit + Person(%)

Theft Fraud Misfeasance Az sault Iniury

Total F; rarl?ée Total FE';[?;E Total F; rarl?ée Total F;gl?;e Total F;rarlﬂe
2007(11,967 187 || 56,237 238 || 1,125 188 || 18354 146 (15,358 145
2006|(10,414 161 || 68,350 247 || 1,292 183 ||111,183 147 (14112 154
2005 8702 149 || TEE34 265 | 1,387 1971 || 3944 185 [[6.8%4 199
2004 9,091 155 ||101,109 30,7 || 1,489 200 || 3882 188 [ 7,384 196
2003 9036 145 || 92418 252 || 1,412 179 || 4227 192 (8712 1956
2002 8827 131 || 0,084 Z5Z2 | 1,085 1571 || 3732 187 || 7920 197
2000 T4 129 || 64,078 249 || 1,1 163 || 4162 187 (8771 190
2000 FOVE 108 || 64,353 57| 1,534 197 || 4130 189 ([ 8790 155

+ Saurce | Supreme Public Presecutors’ Office,  TCrirme Analysis 1 (2000~2007)

The nunber of misfeasance cormmitted by wamen recorded 1,534 in 2000 and
dropped to 1412 in 2003 The comprehensive anslysis on major crimes comimitted
kv womnen indicates that tmeost cases have been on the gradusl incresse for the
recent five wears and that violations concerning prostitution, adultery, fraud, and
forgery are major critne cases comrnitted by wornen that are continually increasing,
[t can be understood that during the transition period from primacy industry to
tertiary  industry, wormnen' s social and econornic activities have espanded, and the
expansion were followed b the incresse in the crime corpmitted by wwormnen, To put
it =imnply, it is confirmmed that wwomen' s incressed participation in the society has
been closely connected with the increase of fernale crimme

As of 2005 the most frequently comnrmitted critne is fraud (92,416), followed b
viclence (54238), and critnes that have the high ratio of fernsle offenders are
adultery, which clearly testifies to the
seriously degraded morality of chastity dus to the change of Homean women's
traditicnal idea on chastity which has weakened

viclations concerning  prostitution  and

3. Statistics by Ages

Age iz a significant factor that differentiates every human being since the age
differences can also mean dfferences in biological and psychological conditions and

social esperiences, This natwrally brings in differences in each humnan' s connection
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with critnes, Therefore, it is noteworthy to pay a leen attention to how the type
and tendency of critnes are differently displaved by ages

<Table 3> Statistics by Ages
Unit @ Parson(%)

19 &0
ye‘?j'?m D B Yx T ye‘?j'?m Lo || Tota
Younger older
o007 13,930 26049 26,945 29,592 40,126 91,060 39,170 12,736 25717 || 305,385
{45} (8,5 (5.8) (9,7 (1313 (298 {128} (4.2 (5,43 (100;
10501 26645 26534 31,001 40142 91,248 36827 12,016 26,552 || 301,366
. (3.5 (a8 (3.8 {103 {133} {303 {122} (4,0 (a8 £100)
o005 9,679 30,172  Z7ETY 53,860 45768 94,855 34,065 11,3435 25991 |[ 505443
(3,1} (9,8 (9.0 (11,00 139y (308 (1.0 (3,7 (7.8 (100;
o004 11,591 44,383 357,912 450582 51,284 109,498 35,412 11,076 29,144 [ 373,883
(3,1} (11,8 01y 11,7 13,7y §29,3) (9,5} (3,00 (7.8} (100;
5003 15,609 45325 55,727 42,948 S0461 10016 3,516 10,077 22540 (| 356,214
(4,4} (12,6} (10,00 121)  14.2)  (286) (3.8} (28] (6,30 (100;
o002 18,518 41,673 33,532 41,788 51,553 97,514 30,532 10,053 17,195 || 342,538
(5,4) (1213} (9.8 1z (1513 (285 (3,9} (3,00 (5,00 (100;
o001 20,445 36259 32581 41,312 SE5T2 96,732 31,181 9,689 19,871 || 344,755
(5,9) (10,6} (9.5 (1zom (1643 (281 (9,0} (28] (5.8} (100;
5000 18,457 29,409 30,057 40,472 ST,692 90,415 30,546 9,540 21,525 || 325,186
(5,6} (8,8 (9.2 (123 (17 E) (ZVE) (9,3} (29 (6,6} (100;

+ Saurce | Suprems Public Presecutors’ Office,  TCrirme Analysis 1 (2000~2007)

As the Table 3 Statistics by Ages, shows, women in their thirties account for
the largest proportion, followed b those in their forties and twenties, The table
indicates that the ratio of women in their twenties o younger is getting lower,
while those in their thirties to forties have been recorded with an increasing ratio,
The ratio of those who are 51 vesrs old or cder shows little sign of change.

[n 2003 the nmunber of fermale offernders at the age from 41 to 50 accounted for
the largest 2865 percent (1020160 of the total, followwed by those between 35 and 40
(142 percent) and others between 31 and 35 (121 percent).,
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The high percentage of female offenders in their thirties and forties can be
understoce] as a result of the fact that the degradation of sexusl ethics and

wornetl = expanded social activities by econcrnic difficulties  have increased chanees

for wormen to be exposed to crirninal environmment,

4. Statistics by Education Levels

Takle 4 is the statistics sorted out by education becksgrounds of fernale offerders,

<Table 4> Statistics by Education of Fernale Offendears

Uit : Person(gs)

MHon-e ; ; Two-ye : ;
disti Elerment kdiddle  High o Universit Graduste Othars rknio Tatal
d ary school  school collesge Y school AT
115,60
2007( 3,651 16,488 27.311 106,126 11,819 19,656 1,006 3,768 a 305,325
(1.2 (5.4 (8.9 (34.8) (3.8 (6.5 (0.3 (.2 e oo
el 3637 1BE31 26871 100,295 10647 18984 G989 4,077 ”95*25 301,365
(1.2 (5.5 (8.9 (33.3) (3.6 (6.2 (0.3 0.4 (39.8) | 00
102,26
2005( 5,316 23,816 31,9680 106,745 12,273 21,585 1,284 3,227 5 308,443
(1.7 (R 0103 (34.8) (4.0 (7.0 (0.4 0.0 @32 oo
108,39
2004( 6,518 31,868 42491 137,041 16,037 25,657 1,456  §,6O7 0 373,883
(1.7 (g5 (11,4 (3B.6) (4.0 (7.0 (0.4 (1.5 2.0 oo
2003( 9,072 39,079 BOESS 143,803 17420 27,791 1,854 3,179 B3,1E6|[356.219
(2.8 (1.0 (1420 4.8 (4.8 (7.8 (0.5 09 a7 oo
2002(10,298 42,401 &3,500 142,985 16,609 25,678 1,808 3,007 46.074|[342,338
(2.0 123 (15E (4.7) (4.8 (7.8 (0.5 0.9 (38| oo
2001( 11,462 46,084 &E,355 133,966 16575 24,178 1,744 2,663 47,748|[344.755
(2.3 (3.0 (163 (40.3) (4.5 (7.0 (0.5 oa 38| oo
2000(12,235 47,260 B&127 130,232 11,868 21,295 1,433 3,376 46,299|[328.126
(3.7 (1400 (168) (39.5) (3.6 (6.4 (0.4 0.0 38| foom
+ Saurce | Supreme Public Presecutors’ Office,  TCrirme Analysis 1 (2000~2007)
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[t iz statistically true that the more education the women receive, the fewer
critnes the society will end wp witnessing, However, it iz hard to consider that
formal education plavs a role to prevent critnes directly, Since the formal education
iz the reflection of the economic status and intelligence, it can be said that
education and critmes are closely related, In addition, femnale education in Horea has
improved a lot along with the expanded social activities, dernocratization, and
pxtension of women' s rights. Of all fernale offenders, highs scheol graduates and
those with higher education account for the largest proportion, while fernale
offenders with no educational bachkground or elemnentary school certificates are on
the decrease, Howrever, it iz expected that the decresse of fernale offenders with
high =school certificate or higher education will continue due to the consistent
itnprovement of education of Korea,?

Also, of the offerders with higher education, the proportion of wwhite color
fernales are growing, Therefore, a conclusion can be deawn from the above figures
regarding the relationship between female critmes and their educational background,
The characteristic and environmental featwes are the factors that affects female
offenders until they commit critmes, meaning that the critme rate of those with
lowwer education is not higher than that of those with higher education This fact is
contrary to the general idea regarding the critne rates

h. Statistics by Molives

The Takle 5 displays the statistics of fernale critmes by motives, According to it
for the recent five wears, motives have not changed much and the numnber of
critnes that happen because of people’s carelessness, accidental reasons, and greed

iz decreased to some extent,

3) Korean Insinre of Criminclosy. Study of the Sinwtion of Sesal Assalr and Cowrermeasies .
13581
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<Table 5> Statistics by Motives

Unit @ Parson(%)

Greed Specul Retali Family Curios Tempt

gion

ation feud

ity

Impulse

ation

Dissati

dactio Cameless Others Unkno

n with
redity

ness

whn

Total

2007

2005

2005

2004

2003

2003

200

2000

17,802 3,670
(681 (1.2)

17,255 3,551

(.71 (1.3)
16,819 4,029
(551 113

2h, 367 4,905

(681 (1.3
54,843 3.475
(15.4) (1.0
53.141 4,333
{15.5) (1.3
53,497 4502
(15.5) (1.3
50,734 4,193

(55 158

751 1,266
(0.2) (0.4)

B3Y 1,285

(0.2) (0.4)
815 1,604
(0.3 (0.5)

g39 1,541

(0.2) (0.5)
7BE 2,182
(0.2) (0.6)
886 Z.008
(0.3 (0.6)
1,045 2,548
(0.3 (0.7
1,167 2,524
(0.4) (0.8)

1,524
(0.5)

1,311

(0.4)
957
(0.3

1,080

(0.3
97
(0.3
1,646
(0.5)
1,765
(0.5)
1,224
(0.4)

1,671 42,670
(0.5) (40

1,342 58,240

(0.4) 027
1,185 43,149
(0.4) (40

1,629 47,055

(0.4) (128
1,059 45,918
(0.3) (129
1,639 47,331
(0.5) (138
1,760 50,975
(0.5) (14.8)
1,101 48,6680
(0.3) (14.2)

1,635
(0.5}

1,324

(0.4}
1,565
(0.5}

1,604

(0.4}
1,915
(0.5}
2,043
(0.6}
2144
(0.6}
2,081
(0.6}

34,197
(33.1)

30,070

(10,00
32,718
(10,6

44,605

(11.9)
51,591
(14.5)
52,690
(15.4)
54,501
(15.8)
53,582
(16.3)

101,197 93,942
(33.1) (32,4

103318 10558

(34.3) (34.1)
110,660 94,539
(35.9) (30.8)

144,261 10085

(38.6) (26.9)
150,656 42,717
(423) (2.0
140,212 36,354
(41.00 (10,6
136,637 35,378
(39.6) (0.3
128,131 36,744
(39.0)0 (11,2

J05, 325
(100

)

(100
308, 443
(100

d73.,883

(100
56,219
(100
342,333
(100
344,755
(100
328,126
(100)

# Saurce | Suprems Public Presecutors’ Office, "Crime Analysisa (2000~2007)

The decrease is probably dus to the nation's econornic growth and increased
GNP that has scved poverty problems to some extent, On the other hand the
increase in accidental crimes are due to the situation that wornen' s expanded social
activities increased their chatces to commit crimes,

However, it iz kelieved that of all reasons, material-almighty attitude and the
characteristics of capitalism served a lot to increase the critme rate of Horean
fernale offenders, Therefore, it iz concluded that the major motive of fernale crime

iz the result of their excessive greed or desire for living expenses,

6. Statistics by Occupations

The Table & displays the statistics of fernale crimminsls by their ocoupational
living Although the categories of these statistics are not detailed enough to come
up with concrete analysis, wormen with stable jobs, such as civil servants, or

wornen with professional dobs show low tendency of being involved in criminal
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activities, while women who are self-ermploved or are workdng as laborer or a
service worker accounted for a largse percent In particular, femnale criminals who
worlied as a self emploved workier recorded a sharp drop from 29 precent in 2000
to 239 percent in 2003, while female critninals who worled for ancther person
gradually increased from 194 percent in 2000 to 21,1 percent in 20003,

<Table, &> Statistics of Occupation of Female Offendars
Unit @ Parson(%)

||Se|f—empl0yed Employer Professional  Civil servant Others || Total

2007 64,122 51,417 6,892 853 181,926 305,325
(21,0 (16.8] (2.3 (0.3 (59.8) (10a)

2006 64,971 47,745 6,848 1,016 180,775 301,366
(21,6 (15,8] (2.3 (0.3 (A0, 0 (10a)

68,563 47,720 6,272 1,011 184,850 308,443
R0 (22,2 {15,5] (2.0 (0.3 (59,9 (10a)

2004 83,455 57,266 7214 853 224,978 373,833
(22,3 (15,3 (1.9 (0.3 (60,2 (1oa)

2003 85,141 75,331 6,274 794 188,674 356,219
(239 (21,1} (1.8 (0.2 (53,00 (10a)

81,127 73,642 5,862 715 170,992 342,338
£l (26,6 (21.5] (1.7 {0.2) (49,9 (10a)

2001 85,572 71,7890 6,123 o444 170,426 344,755
(27,7 (20.8] (1.8 {0.2) (49,4 (10a)

2000 85,311 63,542 5,413 752 163,108 328,126
(29,00 (19.4) (1.6 (0.2 (49,7 (100

# Sarce | Supreme Public Presecutors’ Office,  TCrimme Analysis 1 (2000~ 2007

A corclusion that can be drawn from the above statistics is that jobs with
stakility and certain growp regulations tend to serve as a crime deterrent, while
literal and nonregulated living environmment can mmake fernales wvulnerable to the

termnptation of crime,

7. Statistics by Living Standards

As mentioned above, it has been generally believed that one of the major factors
of fernale critne in Horea comes from economic difficulties, [t is true that to

measure the living standsrd of femsle criminsls obdjectively and ressonably is
extrernely  difficult, As in the Takle 7. fermnale criminals from the lower class
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accounted formn 606 percent in 2003, while the middle class 259 percent and the
upper class 09 percent, which mmeans fernale criminals fram the lower class still
account for a large percent of the total number of offenders

<Table, 7> Statistics by Living Standard of Female Offendears
Unit @ Parson(%)

|| Upper class  Middle class  Lower class Unknown || Total

o007 2,131 75,745 122,426 98,023 305,325
(0.7 (24.8) (42,4 (32,13 (1007

5006 2,247 70,854 126,498 101,767 301,366
(0.7 (235} (42,0 (33.8) (1007

5005 2,57 T 70,095 141,466 94,305 308,443
(0,8 (22,7} (45,9 (30,67 (1007

5004 3,285 86,828 182,810 100,960 373,883
(0.9 (23.2) (48,9 (27.0 (1007

5003 3,097 92,240 215,929 44,953 35,219
(0.9 (25.9) (80.6) (12,63 (1007

o002 3,241 95,660 208,021 37.46 342,338
(0.9 (27.9) (80,23 (10,9 (1007

o001 3,313 95,907 207,427 38,108 344,755
(1.0} (27.8) (80,23 ) (1007

5000 3,273 89,213 19187 38,453 328,126
(1.0 (27.2) (80,13 (1.7 (1007

+ Saurce | Supreme Public Presecutors’ Office,  TCrirme Analysis 1 (2000~2007)

Considering that many critne cases by lower class fernales are related to property
tmnatters, poverty is the most cormon motive of fernale crimminals from the lower
class, In other words, material wealth is a stirmulus that tempts lower class people
to  cormmit crimes,

In addition, the hish percentage of property—related critnes can ke interpreted to
mean that poverty is one of the most cormmon causes of committing critnes, To put
it another way, the statistics shows that many lower class women had failed to
restraint their desire for material wealth and eventuslly cornmitted property—related

crimes,H

d) Kim Sang-wun in collaboration with other three researchers, "Study of the Trend and
Characteristics of Female Crime”®, TBResearch collection of learned pepers. . Legal
Hesearch and Training Institute, 1991, Alsder, F and HJSimon, The Criminclogy of
Deviant Women Houghton Difflin, 1973,
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8. Statistics by Marriage Status

<Table, 8> Statistics by Marriage Status
Unit @ Parson(%)

Unmarried LiaRgY it Civorce woiatanon  Livng Unknown Total
SpoLUSE by death  together

o007 52,600 114,824 24,200 9,735 5,180 98,756 305,325
(17,20 3T .8 (7.9 (322 (1.7 (324 {1007

2008 47,670 112,765 23,102 9,623 4,974 103,229 || 301,366
(15.8) AT 4 (7.7 (3.2 (1.7 (343 {1007

o005 50,781 118,324 27,516 11,155 4,764 95,903 308,443
(18,5 (38 4) (5.9 38 (1.5) (31,10 {1007

2004 T0,267 146,167 34,744 13,287 5,967 103,451 373,833
(188 39,10 (9.3 36 (1.683 (27T {1007

2003 85,064 169,705 36,467 14,025 5,195 45, 7E0 36,215
(239 (47 8] (0,23 39 (1,53 (128 {1007

2002 51,6585 169,375 33,815 14,686 5,310 37,661 342,338
(239 (495 (9.8) 4.3 01.63 11,00 {1007

2001 77,445 175,031 32,977 15,5841 4,970 35,49 344,755
SRSy (B0, &) (9.6) 4.8 (1.43 11,2 {1007

2000 67,549 170,230 30,354 16,625 4,451 35,907 328,126
(208 (51,90 (9.3 5,12 (1.43 (11,90 (100}

# Saurce | Supretne Public Prosecuters” Office,  "Crime Analysis (2000~ 2007

As the Table 8 showrs, the crirme rate of married women is generally higher than
that of unmarried wormnen, which is contrary to the common thought that marriage
would bring in stakility and therefore serve to reduce the critne rate. This is
because when tmarried wormnen are challenged by econornic difficulties, thev easily
incline to turn to crirminal activities, such as theft o buwrglary for suwrvival [n the
case of unrmarried wormen, their crime rate continually rose from 206 percent in
2000 to 239 percent in 2003 Though diverce doesn't seern to account for a large
proportion of the total number of fernale critnes, still it has also recorded a gZradual
increase from 93 percent in 2000 to 102 percent in 2003 which is worthy of
attention, This increase is due to economic difficulty after divorce, The statistics
shows that the increase in the nuwmber of women suffering from a problematic
marriage and broblen family has greatly contributed to the increase in the crimme
rate, Hecently, the Horean society has gone through deastic structural changes, [ts
political  structure has  shifted to dernocracy, the economic structure has  move
towrard  the industrialization, and the cultural structure has been focused on
individualistn or expansion of ego Such changes also can be understood to create
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direct and ratual relation between wormen and their tendency for crirmes, Wornen' s
own valuation on themselves after marrisge has changed a lot, ideal image of
wornenn  that housewives in these davs describe has also changed to replace
tradliticnal homemahker with modern women who also bnow how to enjoyv their own
titne leisurely, In this regard wwornen' s participation in social activities naturalls
created  faverable attitude  towsard  their pursuing  their careers, and the more
opportunities  wormen have for their economical activities, the stronger cesire for
consumnption they will have Furthermnore, the relationship with their spouses and
expectations for the roles of their spouses have changed graduslly as  well
transforming from a wertical relationship in the traditional scociety into a horizontal
relationship that iz fairer than it was in the past To men this means the
wealkening patriarchal authority and the collapse of the traditional family rules,
which, as a result, has macke changes in the crime rate of wormen

9. Statistics by Criminal Becords

According to the Table 9 the critne rate of those with no criminsl records
decreased from 559 percent in 200 to 535 percent in 2003, while the first time
offender has gradually increased fram 155 percent in 2000 to 16 percent in 2003
The critme rate of second time offenders and subsequent offenders has risen
contitally, As shown albove, in the case of female crimninals, ex—convicts tend to
cornrnit critnes again more often than those with o criminsl records oo, This, [
kelieve, is a part that the Horean society lacking in social security svstern for
fernale ex—convicts are to blame to a great extent,

<Table, 9> Statistics by Fernale Offenders with Criminal Records
Unit @ Parson(%)

3 4 — . " Fifth time
No  First-time 2E¢ONd-t  Inir ourt ol
ime time time  subseque Unknown| Total
Record  offender offender offender offender " ntd
offender

149,233 38545 18756 10,6801 174 13,4685  B3551 || 305325
(45,93 (12,6} (5,13 (3.5) (2.0 (4.3} (22.5) {1003}
147,495 37210 18047 10,253 6037 13,002 89322 | 301,366
(45,9} (leisy (5.0} (3.4) (2.0 4.3 (23,0} (1003}
153462 40971 19,702 10,904 5284 13,050 64,070 | 305,443
(49,8} (13.3) (5.4) (3.5) (2.0 (4,23 (20,8} {1003}

2007

2006

2005
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5 ’ Third . ' Fifth time
- : econd—t ir clrt or
Réggrd ﬁ%?g;ggf ime time time  subseque Unknown| Tota
offender offender offender nt
offender

192,282 54,305 26,079 14,297 7,534 15,774 B3.212 || 373,863
(51.4) (14.5) (7.0 (3.8) (2,13 4.2 (16,9 {1007
190,717 56954 27465 14,830 8,369 16,318 41,560 || 356,219
(535 (16,0 CFd) 4.2 (2.3 (4.5) T T {1007
185,431 BEE36 26,375 14,268 2,531 16,455 35,742 || 342,335
(542 (16.2) (7.7 4.2 (25 (4.9 (10.4) {1007
190,443 54,580 26,039 14,203 8,126 15,414 35,9380 || 344,755
(55.2) (15.8) (7.6) 4.1) (2.4 4.4) (10.4) {1007
183,292 B0O739 23941 12643 7373 13563 36685 || 328126
(559 €15.5] (7.3 (3.9) (273 4.1) e {1007

+ Sowrce | Suprerre Public Prosscutors’ Offics. TCrime Analysisg G000~ 2007

2004

2003

2002

2001

2000

In other words, female critmes have increased in quantity  through guality
changes, Therefore, it can be said that there are problems with the cwrrent special
policies to prevent critnes, such as correction programs to stop fernale offenders
from being subsequent offenders, [n order to help themn becomne socially healthy and
responsible people and therefore ke able to go beck to their family, school, or
society, the governmment or any relevant rehakilitation facilities should come up with

proper measures should be implermnented to improve the current situation

IV. Causes of the Increase in Female Crime in Korea

1. Changes of Social Structure

Az the Horean social systern has gone through transition from traditionsl society
to industrial society, pecple’ s way of living has changed with it, serving as a factor
to increase the fernale critme rate, To put it simply, ethical walues and farmily
systemns unigque to the traditional Horean society has dratmnatically changed due to
the tmassive wave of materialistic Western culture and lifestyvle, leading to the
openness of Horean women s way of thinking that had been closed for a long time,

More wormnen started to participate in social activities and its scale is altnost equal
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to that of men The increased opportunities in social and econornical activities has
affected the pattern and trend of fernale crimme,

Thanlts to econommic affluence today, the education level of Heorean wwommen has
dramnatically  improved and as a result, the proportion of fernale offenders with
higher education has increased as well In particular, until the late 1960s, it was
often the case that many turned to critnes for their survival due to collapsed morals
and ethical walues, social disorder and economic difficulties after the Horean War,
Also, most fernale critnes at that titne was for swrvival They engaged themselves
with prostitution to make money to survive, and weakening sense of morality and
extreme poverty made many women turn to critnes, In the 197 when the nation
made a remarkable economic growvth, the incressing number of fermale offenders
were from tertiary industry, The mumber of fernale theft and property crimmes has
sharply risen, compared to those of men The purpose of crimme has also changed
from survival to “having fun and not working” The recent trend of fernale crime is
stitnulant related or sex critnes and they are on the rise, too,

2. Participation in Social Activities

Socialization of Horean wornen started along with the progress of industrialization
since the late 1970s Former homermalers were forced to step into the labor market,
The population boom in large cities made it difficult for wwomen to find their own
zelves in the constantly changing and complicated city life. The arodety that
approached women before they even realized resulted in a huge change on the
pattern of fernale crimne,

Whenn Horea was at the state of farming industry with an extended farmily
systemn, most women found it hard to enjoy their own time, However, in cities,
mclear family systemn replaced the large family system because wormen had to go
out to weork, Wornen' s early cessation of childbearing and affluent living conditions
allowred wormnen to enjov their leisure time, The problemn, however, was that social
measures or welfare facilities to support wormen were far fram enough, which as a
result made women often finding themselves in money fraud, gambling and
corrupted sexusl ethics, The aberration of middle aged women was once considered
as a serious social problemn at that time, Besides, it iz concerning that as the
speedy dernocratization of the Horean society has irmproved the wornen' s rights and
encowuraged more active participation of wormen, more wornen came to commpete with

men urder same conditions, which probably could increase the crime rate of female
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theft and fraud offenders, The increased working opportunities for women might

serve to increase the rate of related crime coses involving wornen ™

3. Economic Activities

Cenerally  spealing  economnic  develooment refers to the industrislization  and
pconarnic growvth, and its structural changes that Western societies had  gone
through,

The changes in econctnic aspects are  definitely  followed by changes in
whanization, social structure and systermn, and walues, In this regard, women' s
participation in econorny also can ke considered as a factor that has served to
increase the crirmne rate,

Dhring the transition from a traditiornsl seciety to an open society, nation's
pronornic scale has ewmpanded and wornen's economnic activities has triggered the
pxpansion of women' s social activities, which naturally led changes in wornen' s
farnily role and social role as well This is why the process of role changing is
Highls likely to be closely connected  with wormen's crirminal activities,

In cther words, the Horean society since the 1980s has withessed changes in
Horean wormnen' s moral walues and way of thinking brought by their increased
social and econornic participation during  the process of industrialization,. Those
changes becamne a significent factor that changed the trend of fernale crimes b
making themn simnilar to male crimes,

4. Changes in Family System

In the traditional Horean society, women' s roles are extrernely  limited  and
blocked, In those dass, women were wviewed as physically  inferior to men and
therefore their chances to participate in social and economic activities were smaller
than men Women were considered a5 a passive character and their crime rate was
also weryv low, However, with society’ s industrialization and economic developrnent,
wornen' s roles becarne more expanded Thev are no lenger forcibly bound by o2
responsikbility to move to the husband s workplace and take care of the parents. By
using the kbirth control and having only one or two children, women came to ke out
of the traditional extended family systern, allowing them to have enlarged social and

51 Allison MWbrris, Women, Crime and Criminal Justice, New York @ Basil Blackwell, 1987,
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econctnic roles, Along with that, the changes of critminal enviroruments resulted in
the increase in quantity and the seriousness of the crime in guality,

In cther words, under the extended family svstern, entire family members served
to both protect and monitor, and therefore temptation for critnes could ke prevented,
However, in the nuclear family swstern, women are free from  intervention or
control, making thern wvulnerable to factors that could bring in moral akerration and
crirmnes,

Thiz is howr the change of the family svstern in the Horean society has provided
envirortnents that women can easily fall for, This contributed to incresse the
fernale critne rate, It is true indeed that warious statistics make it impossible to
denyr the fact that the incresse in the critne rate of married wormen is higher than

that of unrmarried wornen,

V. Conclusion

According to the analysis on the situation of fernale crime in Horea lbesed on
official records, the characteristic of female crime in Horea is that the proportion is
far lowrer than male critne as for now, but the rate is on a gradual rise since the
1580,

Thiz shows that changes in social status, physiclogical or psychological features,
and changes of the family svstermn are mutually connected with fermnsle crime, Also,
considering the fact that the incresse of most female offenders caught for felony is
property related crimmes, those women are mostly impulsive offenders who are easily
termnpted by luxnry goods displaved in departiment stores,

According to the statistics by age groups of femnale offenders, their critme rate
reached the highest point during their adolescent period and continued to drop since
then, But, the highest critme rate of wamen at the age between 41 to 50 tells us
that generally wormnen over thirties accounted for most proportion of the critmme rate
of fernales

Every age group has differences in the pattern and type of the critmes, And, it is
pxpected that along with the increase in wormen' s social participation, the crime rate
of female continues to grow,

IMost fernale offenders have no dobs and those wworking in agriculture  and
industry  also accounted for a large proportion Of the number of emplovee
offenders, the proportion of these worldng for amusernent business is the highest,
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Mot ordy that, the proportion of the crimes cormmitted for survival and ex—convicts
subsequent crimes have been on the rise, too B

givenn the fact that the collapse of the traditional extended family swstermn of
Korea has also served to incresse the crimme rate, the muclear family systern brought
in many changes in women's walues, Wormmen becarmne neglectful of house chores
and child raising, the absence of affection between huskband and wife will finslly
lead to divorce and akerration, svhich will in the end serve to raise the crime rate
of female.

Indiscrirminate adoption of foreign cultures along with the trend of globalization,
excessive selfishness, and material-almighty attitucde has affected walues of many
pecple, Such social changes made the trend and pattern of female crimes similar to
those of men, also resulting in corrupted sexusl ethics,

Jood example is the abortion statistics of Korea, [ts annual figure reached over 1
millicry, ©Of thern, mere than 20 percent is the teens or wnmarried women in their
twenties, which is appalling truth This shows that social atrnosphere that pursues
motmnentarily pleasure has sericusly degraded the sexual morality of women and that
wornetl = value of treating a life lightly becores stronger, Also, radical changes of
the Horean society that walues materisls too much triggered the lavishness and the
sense of vanity of womnen Selfishness, such as greed for economic wealth and real
estate speculation, is also trigsered by the changes, which has served as both direct
and indirect factors that influenced female crimes in Korea,

Therefore, in order to prevent the fernale critne from incressing the most
important task is to first analyee the causes of femnale critme and the motives that
trigger such causes and then to prepere institutional apparatus and supplemnent that

can prevent critnes in advance,

61 Jennifer james, Willam Thornton, “Women's Likeration and The Female delinguent”,
Journal of Besearch in crime and Delinguency,



204 BHREEEE R4 R3E

REFERENCES

Supreme Public Prosscutors’ Office, TCrime Analysisy |, Volume 1, 2000~ 2007,
Research Institute of Asian Women "Womsn Studiesy . Sockmyung University Press, 1991
Keorean Institute of Criminclogy, MStudy  of the Situation of Sexual  Assault  and
Countermeasures) , 1931
MStudy of the Situation of Pemale Crimed , 1995

Kim Sang-yun in collaboration with other thies researchers, "Study of the Trend and

Characteristics of Pemale Crime”, "Research collection of leained papersy . Legal
Besearch and Training Institute, 1991

Alzder, F and R ] Simon, The Criminology of Deviant Women, Houghton Mifflin, 1973

Allizon Morris, Women Ovime aad Criminal Justice New Tork @ Basil Blackwell, 1387,

Carrell Steffensmeisr © Cathy Sweifel, “Age, Gender, and Crime across three historical periods
1435, 1960, and 1985 Social Forces March, 1931, 653

LI Stweflenmeisr, “Crime and Comemporary Women, An Analysis of changing Levels of Femals
Froperty Crime, 1301975, Social Forcus, 1978

Douglas A Smith * Raymond paternoster, “The gender gap in theories of deviance © Issues and
Evidence”, Jowmal of resegrch in Crime and Delincuency, Vol 24 No 2 May, 1987
1A0-172

Eileen B Lecnard, Womern, Crime, and Societv-A Critigue of Theorefical Oriminelogy, New York
% London @ Longman Inc, 1S3

Eszteal, W, Women and Crime, Avstralian @ Fremenstual Issues, 1991

Feinman, T Women in The Ovimiaal Justice Svatermy, Frasger, 1330

Flewwers BB, Women and Criminality, Greenwood, Institute of Criminolegy 0 Trends and Issues,
Mo, 31 1331

Freda Ader, Siger i1 Crime, The Rige of the New Female Oriminals MoGrow Hill, 1975,

Harris, AR Sex and Theories o Deviance ' Tovard A Fuwwtional, Theory of Deuiant
Type-Scripts, ASR 42(1) © 3-18, 1977

H.Bowwker, Women and Crime in Amearica, 1981

Hill, Gary D, and Elizabeth M, Crawford Women, Race, and Crime, Oriminclogy 25(4) @ 801-F23,
L0

Tennifer james, William Thernton, "Women's Liberation and The Female delinguent”. Jowmal of
Hesearch in crime and Delinguency July, LS50,

Tcel Best, David F, Luckenbill "Male Dominance and Femals criminality, & test of Harris's theory
of deviant type—scripts”, Sociclogical Tnguiry Vol 80, No 1, Februarsy, 150,

Topcelyn M, Pollock-Byrne, Women, Prison & Crime, Pacific groue California @ Brooks / Cole
Fublishing Company, 1988

Kritit, “Kriminclogischer und devianzso ziclogizcher Theorien”, W.B hme(Hrsg ), Terrorismus wad



Waoren's Studies on Crime Trends and Belated Facors 205

Freiheif, 1975

Merry Morash, “Gender, Deer-Group experiences, and seriousmess of delinquency” Jowrmal of
Besegrch in Crime and Delingueacy, Vol 23 No L Pebruary 1956, 43,

E.E Sparks, “Crime as Business and Female Cffenders, ed Adlr and Simon®, American Women
and Crime;ad

E.ISimon, “Amertcon Women and Crime” HHowker, Women and Orime i America, 1687

Sally 8 38impson, “Feminist theory, Crime, and Justice”, Criminology, Vol 27 Number 4 1539

Schelley Louise, Crime and Modemization-the Impack of industrialization and Urbanization on
Crime Sowthern [icnis University Fress, 1981

WidomC. S “Female Offenders © Three Assumptions About Self-esteem Sex-Rols Idemity, and
Feminizsm”, Crimina! Justice, and Behmir 6 © 35382, 1979



