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Nature and Function of Audit by the Board of Audit and Inspection of Korea

Z o A(Kang, Il Shin)”

| ABSTRACT |

There is argument about institutional improvement of audit and inspection (hereinafter “audit” ) by the
Board of Audit and Inspection of Korea (hereinafter “the Board” ). It, however, would be difficult to avoid
going round and round in circles if there is no explanation for the audit’ s concept, nature and functions
based on constitutional theories. Based upon the premise that there should be understanding of the nature
of the audit system in advance rather than there is a hasty reformation of the system, this article
reconsiders the audit’ s concept, nature, functions, etc from the perspective of the constitutional
jurisprudence to signpost the institutional improvement and to endeavor constitutionalization of the
argument regarding the Board. To be concrete, it proposes the principle of democracy, professionalism, and
independence as the Board' s constituting and operational principle. Then, it analyzes the Board s role as a
supervisor, a consultant, or a leading public auditor under the modern and functional principle of division
of powers. Lastly, based on the understanding of the audit' s nature and function, it proposes that the
Board s audit includes policy auditing, and pure inspection of duties should be excluded among the call of
duties of the Board.

Key words: the Board of Audit and Inspection of Korea, constitutional law, fiscal democracy, policy
auditing, inspection of duties
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