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A study on the recdl of Nationa Assemblymen as a way to improve
representative democracy

X %t 3|(Jeon Chan—Hui)’

ABSTRACT

As the 20th Nationd Assembly operates in a dysfunctiond way, following the 18th and 19th
Nationa Assembly, the introduction of a nationd recdl system of Nationd Assemblymen has been
cdled for as a way to improve representative democracy.

It is frequently pointed out that the current system does not have enough means of sanctions
againg the Nationd Assemblymen, as their datus is guaranteed strongly by the privileges of
immunity from arrest and of exemption from liability provided in the Condtitution. Also, If eected,
the office of the dleged Nationa Assemblymen maintains unless a sentence of more than one million
won is sentenced in the find judgment of the judiciary.

Therefore, nationd recal of the Nationa Assemblymen, other than the generd dection, is an
effective way to redize the politica responshility by directly judging them by the people. In
particular, the role of the nationa recdl system is not only to dismiss the Nationd Assemblymen but
a0 to establish mature representative democracy by raisng the ethics and sdf-improvement ability
among themsdves.

This paper examines the legidative examples and effectiveness of the nationa recdl system of the
National Assemblymen, points out the limitations of legidation proposed by the 20th Nationd
Assambly, and explores specific measures for improvement.

Key words. principle of peopl€'s sovereignty, representative democracy, nationd recdl system,
privileges of the Nationd Assemblymen, sdf-improvement.
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