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<Roles of SNS in the 19" General Election in South Korea>

A al(Young-Min Yun)
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ABSTRACT

In the 19th general election, the SNS emerges as a solid channel for political communications in South
Korea. This paper addresses political implications of social networking services such as Twitter. It is
empirically explored whether the SNS paves the road to participatory democracy or it invites mobocracy.
Korean experiences in the election indicate that it could go either way. Twitter enlarged chances for
citizens to express themselves publicly, amplified voices of minorities, and enabled alternative political
groups to spring up quickly. In contrast, it twisted electoral agenda and reinforced influence of celebrities.
It is the major finding that Twitter was politically carnivalesque rather than public sphere.

Key words: the 19th general election, SNS, Twitter, democracy, public sphere, carnivalesque, politics,
election, voting
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