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A study on the Amended Act on the Protection of Whistleblower of Japan
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of Whistleblower Protection Act is to protect whistleblowers. and to promote
compliance with the laws and regulations concerning the protection of life, body, property, and other
interests of citizens. However, such as cases were found that workers who were afraid of receiving
disadvantageous treatment after the enforcement of the Act did not whistleblowing, did not have
proper investigation or corrective action by the company of the whistleblowing, received
disadvantageous treatment by the whistleblowing, or externally leaking details that specify
whistleblowers. As Such cases occurred and opinions calling for a review of the Act were also
strongly raised, which led to the promulgation of the “Whistleblower Protection Act (Act No. 51 of
2020)” amended on June 12, 2020.

The main contents of this Act are as follows: (D The company encouraged the business operator
to correct the errors and allowed whistleblowers to report with confidence. Administrative measures
were introduced to ensure its effectiveness.

@ Legal conditions were eased to induce notification of administrative agencies, etc. In order to
ensure its effectiveness, administrative agencies were required to properly respond to whistleblowing.

@ It allowed whistleblowers to be better protected. That is, retirees and corporate executives were
added to the protected whistleblowers and exemptions from liability for damages resulting from the
whistleblow.

In Japan, it is important for operators to establish and operate an internal complaint system
regardless of their legal obligations. Meanwhile, It is expected that the number of whistleblowers will
increase in the future under the revised whistleblower protection law.

Key words: Whistleblower, Whistleblower Protection Act, Corporate transparency, Corruption
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