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A Criticd Review on the Expangon of Law for Public Interest Report
- Especidly from Perspective of Crimind Law -

2l & M(Kim Jun—Sung)**

ABSTRACT

The Protection of Public Interest Reporters Law is to contribute to the dabilization of the
livelihood of citizens and the establishment of a transparent and cleen socia climate by protecting
and supporting those who have reported any conduct that is detrimentd to the public interest.
However, unlike the purpose of the Law, public interest reporter is not protected nationaly and are
not socidly protected. Based on these problems, the author reviewed the concept and definition of
the public interest in terms of the crimind law, the specific suggestion and judgment criteria of
conduct detrimentd to the public interest, the direction of the expanson of law for public interest
report, and the necessity of sdecting the abuse of the competent agency to prevent misuse of public
interest report.

As a reault, the author thinks that it is desirable to legidate as “public welfare’ as defined in
paragraph (1) of Article 37 of the Condtitution as the concept of public interest for the effectiveness
of the Law. Second, it is thought that maximum redization of public interest, protection of public
interest reporter, and misuse of public interest reporting can be prevented by dlowing the
complainant to report the public interest only if the public condition is met by presenting specific
suggestion and judgment criteria for conduct detrimenta to the public interest. Third, it is reasonable
to approach the expansion of law for public interest report carefully. In particular, it is not desrable
to include crimina law and commercid law in the act subject to public interest report act because it
can flow into specid act universdism. Therefore, it is dedrable to goply current and exemplary
enumeretion rather than dl-indusive theory. Fourth, it is necessary to grant the authority to the
competent agency to sdlect the abuse and to take crimind charges at the same time in order to
prevent abuse of public interest report as much as possble

Key words. public interest reporter, public interest, public condition, conduct detrimenta to the public
interest, baancing conflicting interests
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