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A Study on the Public Value of Publicizing the Regional Private Universities
through Community Participation
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ABSTRACT

As the crisis of the school-age population decline has been in full swing in the early 2020s
revealed the collapsing situation of the local higher education ecosystem due to the corruption and
poor management of private universities, it is found that the system that will block out such a
negative effect by the roots rather than the financial support that is made ex post facto through
university evaluation. This essay suggests to introduce the system of publicized private universities
through establishing a tentatively named Regional Higher Education Autonomous Committee as a way
to prevent and deal with private school corruption. As a research method, this article shows the
background and current situation of the universities collapsing from general private ones and its
relationship with the corruption of private universities, and then observes the method and system of
cooperation between universities and local communities introduced in the Empirical Research Reports
on publicized private universities produced in 2020 and the perception of local people about it. Next,
the paper emphasizes the necessity of securing the public nature of local private universities and
proposes the establishment of a regional autonomous committee for higher education in which the
local community participates after examining the discourses related to the university system. As a
result of study, it is argued that a public-run private system, which can manage and supervise these
issues most effectively, should be introduced, as the majority of 18 universities that have been closed
since 2000 were involved in corruption and ended in poor management. In addition, the Regional
Higher Education Autonomy Committee will be able to transparently and fairly handle the
publicization and closure of collapsing universities, and the selection and management of publicized
private universities on behalf of the local people. This study is meaningful in that it suggests a way
to fundamentally solve chronic private university corruption by suggesting alternatives to changes in
the local higher education environment that may occur due to the rapidly decreasing school-age
population and admission quota by 2004.

Key words: Private University Corruption, Publicized Private University System, Regional Higher
Education Autonomous Committee, Publicness
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