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Korean adolescent's perception of Just society

2 X| A(Kim Jkyoung)

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to investigate of adolescent's perception of Korean society. The survey
was conducted over 710 highschool students. The statistics reveal that adolescents view the Korean
society negatively. They regard the society as unjust. The main reason was that it is corrupted; that
many people make money by dishonest means; and that the gap between the rich and the poor is too
wide. Then, how does adolescents define social justice? The just society they think is 'the soclety in
which people succeed depending on their efforts." The most significant factors which determine a social
stratum were income and property. Adolescents believe that it has become more important to get into
prestigious universities compared to their parents' generation and that a student's efforts, intelligence and
parents' financial support play crucial role in order to enter those universities. They choose 'contentment
in their lives' as the most essential aspect of life. They think they need connections or influence as
well as their efforts in order to achieve social success. In terms of career, adolescents choose a teacher
as the most respectable job; a doctor as the job which deserves the largest payment; a politician as the
job of the highest social status. They also have the perception that power, income, and job opportunities
are not equally distributed and that there is no difference between physical and mental labor and thus
the gap between their payment is unfair. This article discusses the problems and the research which
needs to be followed according to the results of the survey.

Key words: adolescents, Korean society, just society, social perception
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