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A Study on the Improvement Plan for the Prevention of Corruption
in Local Police
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ABSTRACT

The self-governing police system centered on metropolitan cities and provinces (hereinafter referred
to as “city and province”™) such as Seoul, Daejeon, Sejong, and Chungcheongnam-do was
implemented. The implementation of the self-governing police system has the advantage of promoting
customized public security necessary for the needs of residents according to the characteristics of
each region. It is to form a self-governing police committee to manage autonomous police affairs in
each city and province, and to have certain authority over police personnel, budget, appointment,
evaluation, and personnel management committee to take responsibility for the entire local police
affairs. Therefore, unlike the operation of the national police, the composition and operation of the
autonomous police committee is an important task that protects the lives, bodies and property of
residents and is directly related to the well-being and order of the community. In addition, various
residents' demands and proper enforcement are more important. In 2019, a total of 1,672 police
crimes were reported. Among them, various problems were identified, including 300 cases of abuse
of authority, 120 cases of dereliction of duty, and 36 cases of bribery. So far, police's prevention of
corruption has not only been limited legally and systematically, but also has been unable to operate
efficiently. Police corruption shall greatly impair the police's ability to perform their duties efficiently
and undermine the trust of residents necessary for the administration of security. It is important to
understand what causes police corruption in the autonomous police system and how those factors
affect the level of police corruption and what is appropriate for corruption control. Police corruption
factors can be seen in various ways, including internal factors, work environmental factors, and
personal factors. Therefore, thorough analysis of the impact factors of police corruption and
preliminary research on the control of police corruption are needed, and continuous prevention efforts
are urgently needed throughout the police work. Regarding police corruption, it is necessary to
identify the environmental impact factors and various conditions of police corruption, and to seek
ways to improve police corruption.

Key words: Local police, corruption prevention, corruption control, influencing factors, and
improvement measures
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