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ABSTRACT

Until now it has been pointed out that prosecutors are not properly investigating high ranked
Officer Crime and has been criticized for their unfairness and partidity. For thet reason, judicid
reform, especidly the reform of prosecutorid power has been constantly. Korean public prosecutors
have powerful powers and the power of the prosecutors should be subject to strong checks. There
has been discussed about introducing the specid prosecutor or the High-ranking Public Officids
Corruption Investigation Agency(HOCIA) for a long time in politicd and academic circles. But the
Permanent Specia Prosecutor as well as the current limited-time Specia Inspection System have a
limitation, because the results of investigation by limited-time Specid Inspection System were in no
respect satisfactory and the Permanent Specia Prosecutor also cannot function properly in high
ranked Officer Crime invedtigations unless there is an inditutiond mechanism for politica
independence. Therefore, it is necessary to establish HOCIA that can independently investigate and
prosecute corruption crime. Actudly, Politicians and civic groups have hoped and tried to create a
new independent agency invedtigating and indicting corrupt high-ranking public officids to check
power of the prosecutors. The Presdent Moon jae-in has been trying to meke the same agency, the
Nationa Assembly passed a controversid bill of HOCIA last year and findly HOCIA will be
established in July this year. Under the Act of Korean HOCIA, it will be empowered to investigate
corruption committed by ranking public officids, including the president, lavmakers, top court
justices and prosecutors. Also it has power to prosecute high ranking government officers corruption
and to compete with the prosecutors, therefore HOCIA can directly indict police, prosecutors and
judges. But it should not be overinfluenced by the Presdent, keeping political neutrdity. In future, it
is viewed pogtively that HOCIA is contributed to reforming the judical system to horizonta control
of the prosecution and completing a misson to promote the democratic value of checks and baances
of powerful organizations.
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