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A Study on the Human Image and Corruption Suppression in the North
Korean Kim Jong-un Era
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ABSTRACT

This study examines how North Korea in the Kim Jong-un era responds to the corruption problem
prevalent in society. In particular, we would like to analyze the approach to the corruption problem
by paying attention to the newly presented human type in the Kim Jong-un era. What is unique
about the presentation of the human form during the Kim Jong-un era is that there is a fundamental
difference in the human form presented to the people's public and party executives. While the people
are trying to curb the corruption issue by emphasizing morality like the Chinese Leifeng type, party
officials are emphasizing the role of dedication and the provision of incentives by presenting the
Soviet Stahanov type. It can be interpreted that the dual form of human form presentation in the
Kim Jong-un era have been unfold. One is aimed at suppressing corruption by providing incentives
to the North Korean power elite to gain interest by providing loyalty to Kim Jong-un and
compensation through achievements. On the other hand, for the people's public, they try to suppress
corruption that is prevalent in everyday life by cultivating the moral character of everyday life. Based
on this awareness of the problem, this study aims to analyze the current status and degree of
corruption in North Korea's bribery economy and to compare and analyze the characteristics of
communist human figures to determine whether the presentation of human figures in the Kim
Jong-un era is effectively working to curb corruption in North Korea.

Key words: North Korea Corruption, North Korean humanoid, Kim Jong-un era humanoid, North
Korean corruption response
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COUNTRY

PRCCESSES

WNTERESTS

FREE PRESS
CIVIL SOCIETY

Republic of the

181 " 72 74 48 a1 76 78 78 70 24 78 82 586 53 5B
Congo |Brazzaville)

182 Laos 73 62 43 2 &5 62 55 &4 B0 76 78 23 a2

183 Burundi T4 63 Xl B4 56 78 J2 78 g7 51 75 7 73 81
184 Chad 75 73 48 81 75 20 7 20 92 a5 85 60 57 %]
185 Eyria 76 73 48 82 13 S0 54 78 66 75 43 2 85 82
186 Cambodia B0 g7 £3 S8 &7 a1 7 Fr 72 73 76 &7 &7 =]
187 Somalia &0 79 35 a1 93 a8 79 a7 23 20 58 58 56 61
iz8 Equatorizl Guinea B0 73 57 80 [ a9 a5 24 o3 o3 24 74 78 71
189 Yemen B0 75 34 100 I3 a1 7I 82 100 22 100 71 72 70
190 Eritrea B1 &5 45 47 51 a3 a1 a7 97 100 a3 50 52 ]
191 Veneruelz 82 87 54 T4 100 77 43 100 92 86 50 65 63 &8
192 South Sudan 85 79 (13 53 57 50 s a4 95 100 gz 77 79 76
133 Turkmenistan 86 100 91 a1 A 73 58 a1 63 Fry 51 as 95 =
154 MNorth Korea 93 oz 00 &9 NA 100 o9 as 73 o1 45 100 100 100

Z}& : Trace Bribery Risk Matrix 2021
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